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General ideas and strategic measures for the “15th Five-Year Plan” water security safeguarding plan of
the Taihu basin//ZHU Wei

Abstract: As the forefront of China’s reform and opening-up, a national economic growth pole, and a driving
force for high-quality development, the Taihu basin carries the significant mission of taking the lead in
advancing the Chinese path to modernization. It plays a key role in implementing major national strategies
such as the development of the Yangtze River Economic Belt, the integrated development of the Yangtze
River Delta, and the Belt and Road Initiative. Enhancing water security in the basin is of great importance for
promoting national strategies and enabling provinces and municipalities within the basin to serve as pioneers,
demonstrators, and drivers in the process of modernization. Based on a review of the achievements and existing
problems during the 14th Five-Year Plan period, this study analyzes the challenges and demands for water
security in the 15th Five-Year Plan period. Adhering to both problem-oriented and goal-oriented approaches,
the study explores the objectives, strategies, and key measures for improving water security capabilities during
the 15th Five-Year Plan period. It proposes focusing on advancing the protection and management of rivers and
lakes, accelerating the construction of a safe and resilient modern water network, and promoting high-quality
development of water conservancy in the basin. Five main tasks are identified: building a resilient flood control
and disaster mitigation system, establishing an interconnected high-quality water supply network, creating
rivers and lakes that benefit the people, advancing key water conservancy reforms, and enhancing smart water
governance. These proposals aim to provide a conceptual and strategic foundation for formulating a high-

quality water security safeguarding plan for the Taihu basin during the 15th Five-Year Plan period.
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